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INTRODUCTION
This booklet is for both students and parents/carers and contains details of all courses offered in
Years 10 and 11 (Key Stage 4) at Mark Rutherford School.
Many of the subjects studied over the next two years will be compulsory. These are referred to as
the ‘core curriculum’. In addition there is the opportunity through a directed selection process to
opt for some other subjects - we call these the ‘option subjects’. Every effort will be made to guide
students to select the most appropriate courses in order to maximise achievement and therefore
improve life chances. We ask parents to trust us when we are directing their son/daughter
towards subjects and we reserve the right to change the selection of subjects if we feel this is
necessary.
Course
details
provided
in
this
booklet
and
on
our
website,
www.markrutherford.beds.sch.uk, are as accurate as we can provide at the time of publication. In
addition, assessment information shown in this booklet has not been adjusted for the COVID
context, and assumes ‘normal’ assessments and examinations will take place in 2024.
Most subjects studied will follow GCSE courses or Technical Awards (BTECs), but there is also
the opportunity to study for some Entry Level Qualifications. GCSEs, Technical Awards and Entry
Level Qualifications provide a foundation for future employment and Further or Higher Education.
Choosing options can be both exciting and daunting for students and families, and we would
encourage you to take the full amount of time and ask as many questions as necessary when
selecting subjects. Courses are two years in duration and we want students to be happy with their
choices, so please do not hesitate to contact us for help or advice if you are unsure. In addition,
information about the subjects and process for selecting them is shared with students through
their form tutor and subject teachers during lessons/assemblies.
Students must select the subjects they would like to study in Years 10 and 11, and complete and
return the options form through Survey Monkey by Friday 11th February. (We would advise
making a copy of the subjects selected for future reference.)
At the time of writing, we intend to hold a live evening of Options-Choices-Careers information
on Thursday 3rd February. If we have to move a virtual scenario, we will make all of the
information available to you through the school web-site and on our virtual learning platform.
Regardless of the situation you can expect to experience:
 An introductory presentation, including an overview of the options process
(If live, these will be at 5pm and 6pm in the main drama hall, bookable in advance.)
 Teachers from all departments on hand to answer your questions
 Videos and presentations on different subjects
 Careers information and guidance from local employers and training providers
Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to underline the high standards that the school
expects of its students. We would appreciate your full support in achieving this by encouraging
your child to complete all work in all subjects as thoroughly as possible to the end of Year
9, ensuring that it is done neatly and submitted punctually. Reading for pleasure, watching
suitable television programmes and accessing quality print or online journalism can improve
students’ levels of literacy, and provide a good general knowledge of current affairs in Britain and
the rest of the world, which helps to make the work completed in class so much more relevant
and interesting. This broad knowledge will stand students in good stead for Years 10, 11 and
beyond.

Mrs Foster
Head teacher

Miss Harrison
Assistant Head teacher
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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS
Now is the time to start thinking about what you are going to study over the next two years and
beyond. Some of you will have a clear idea of what you wish to do after Year 11, others will not
and many more will change their ideas as time progresses! It is important that you make the right
decisions now in order to support what you are able to do in the future.
It is important that certain subjects are studied up to the end of Year 11 however, where there is
the opportunity to select options, please make sure that you select subjects for good reasons.
Listen to advice from members of staff and talk things over with subject teachers, Form Tutors,
Head of House, mentors, careers advisors and of course your parents.

3 PILLARS OF PROGRESS
ACHIEVE

ENJOY

ASPIRE

A MESSAGE FOR STUDENTS…
ACHIEVE
In order for you to achieve well at the end of Year 11 it is important to look at recent report data
and take confidence from your successes. Take note of which subjects you are doing
particularly well in. Ask yourself,
 What skills do these subjects use that might support my Option choices?
ENJOY
In order for you to achieve well it is important to know what you enjoy. Ask yourself,
 What motivates me?
 What subjects do I like? Why do I work hard in these subjects?
 What skills do I have that would make learning easier and therefore more enjoyable? Is
this reflected in my Attitude to Learning level?
 What new subjects might I enjoy in Year 10?
ASPIRE
In order for you to achieve well beyond school, and no matter what your future plans, a good
grounding now will help. Ask yourself,
 What are my future plans? What skills will support me in fulfilling these plans?
 Which Option choices can support the development of the necessary skills for my future?
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….AND A MESSAGE FOR PARENTS / CARERS
Please be encouraged to read this curriculum booklet along with your child. Gain an understanding
of the skills and styles of learning involved in each qualification and match that knowledge with the
knowledge you have of your child’s strengths, interests and aspirations.
Experience tells us that if your son/daughter were to reject advice offered by teachers, tutors and
you (teachers and parents have the best interests of students and the school in mind), they could
be in danger of not making the expected progress over the duration of their studies in Years 10
and 11, and in the worst case scenario, of failing their KS4 qualifications.
Your son/daughter will have a lot of pressure to deal with during their two years of study, with a lot
of coursework to complete and a great number of examinations to sit at the end of Year 11. It is
vital that appropriate courses are selected now to ensure future success and happiness.
Once again, please do not hesitate to contact the school if you have any questions or concerns.

OPTIONS – A QUICK START GUIDE
Everyone will follow the Core Curriculum subjects
English (Language and Literature)

ICT

Mathematics

PE

Science (Combined or Triple)

PSHE

You must pick at least ONE subject from the following group
(known as English Baccalaureate or EBacc group)
Geography

French

History

Italian

Computer Science

Spanish

You then select THREE further subjects
(known as the Open group or Option courses)
There are some rules about what you are / are not allowed to choose: A maximum of TWO Technical Awards (BTECs) may be chosen
 Some subjects are very similar – you are not allowed to study these together
NB: The rules are explained clearly on the option form you will complete through survey monkey.

Before making any decisions, read the information in this booklet
carefully and listen to advice.
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CAREERS
Choosing your options is your decision but it’s important to know as much as possible about them
first. Talk to lots of different people. Some will be able to tell you what a subject is like; some can
advise you on which subjects are best for certain university courses and careers; some will tell you
what you’re like as a person; that way you’ll get the complete picture to be able to make an
informed decision.
Most jobs and careers will ask for a good general education up to Year 11 but in a few cases it will
be desirable to have taken certain subjects to help you in the future.
The following five steps will help you make the correct decision:


Get the questions clear - how important are particular subjects to your future plans?



Find out the facts - what do you need to know?



Consider the information - where does it lead?



Make the decision - what must be done to ensure you are accepted?



Check your results - if necessary, when can changes be made?

You must remember that Core and EBacc subjects are compulsory and underpin your study
across the other option subjects; in addition they are essential in many career areas. When
making a choice of additional subjects to study, remember that it is often more rewarding to study
subjects you find interesting and easier to understand. There are two places where information
can be found to make your decisions easier and more meaningful:


The Careers Library is situated in the Space 4
Learning - there are many books available about
courses and careers.
There are many online
resources including the National Careers Service
which provides information about jobs, careers and
options. The school subscribes to Unifrog which is an
online platform where students can research careers,
and prepare CVs, UCAS statements and explore a
wealth of other facilities. Links to these and further information are on the school’s careers
webpage.



Students will also following a Careers progamme in school through their PSHE lessons,
and there are lots of opportunities to go on visits, attend talks and meet employers and
local business people at school. All details about these opportunities are put on the
Careers website, Its Learning and epraise.
If you need help please talk to Mrs Unwin, the Careers Lead or email her at
careers@mrus.co.uk



Careers Advice - We have our own impartial Careers Advisor in school, Helena Cooper,
who is based in the Space 4 Learning on Fridays. Arrangements can be made for you to
have a one-to-one appointment. Please see Mrs Unwin to make an appointment.
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14 – 18 PROGRESSION
ROUTES

Upto 16

16-18

Core
GCSEs

University
A-Levels

+
Level 3 BTECs

EBacc
GCSEs

+
Option
GCSEs/
Technical
Awards
(BTECs)

Post 18

or
Further
Education
or
Apprenticeships

Specialist
Qualifications

Apprenticeships
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or

Employment

COURSES and QUALIFICATIONS
GCSE COURSES

at Key Stage 4 are very demanding and
you must take account of this when selecting options in addition to
the core subjects. All GCSE subjects are linear. This means that
you may have assessments during Year 10 or 11 but the
emphasis is on the examination which takes place towards the end
of Year 11, graded from 9-1 (9 being the highest grade).

TECHNICAL AWARDS (BTECs)

provide opportunities to complete and submit
coursework throughout the two years of study. Most courses also require you to complete an
externally assessed piece of work in the form of an examination, online test or a performance to
an examiner who will come into school. Students wishing to take a Technical Award must be
prepared to complete coursework in their own time and plan work carefully so they meet the
deadlines set by the teacher.
Technical Awards are equivalent to 1 GCSE and are accepted as such by colleges, universities
and employers. Results are in the form of Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction* at Level 1 or 2,
with Level 2 Distinction* being the highest grade.

Students may choose a maximum of TWO Technical Awards.

ENTRY LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS
Entry Level Qualifications are designed for students who are likely to find a Level 1 or Level 2
course too demanding. Most subjects can offer an Entry Level Qualification to develop students’
skills and abilities in topics similar to those taught in the GCSE course. Further details are
available from the staff named for each subject.

FOUNDATION PATHWAY
For many reasons, some students may find a full Key Stage 4 pathway too demanding. Under
such circumstances we can create a Foundation Learning Programme - a unique pathway which
is designed for the individual. Courses are chosen to meet the needs of individual students and
will usually comprise some GCSEs or Technical Awards, vocational studies to sometimes include
a period of work experience, functional English and mathematics, and personal development.
Consultation between the school and family will take place before students are directed toward
this pathway.
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LEARNING SUPPORT
Mark Rutherford School is an inclusive, mainstream school that believes that all students should
have the opportunity to achieve their full potential whatever their level of ability or educational
need. We ensure that all students are equally valued by having equal access to a broad and
balanced curriculum.
The needs of the vast majority of learners are met through quality teaching from their subject
teachers. This includes teachers using information on pupil passports to plan and differentiate for
the learning requirements of those learners with additional needs.
At times, however, it may be appropriate to provide further support and more bespoke
programmes to learners in order to successfully match their ability and needs to the curriculum.
This forms part of the graduated response of ‘assess, plan, do and review’ and as outlined in the
SEND Code of Practice (2014):
We can offer more bespoke support in the following ways:


Additional support in the classroom from a teaching assistant



Additional support in the classroom from a peer helper



Small group work in the Learning Support Centre to boost core skills and also to
offer opportunities to overlearn curriculum work



A range of online programmes to support curriculum learning, which can also be
accessed at home



Small group programmes offering opportunities to improve social skills,
emotional resilience and self-esteem and to support happy, purposeful learning
in the classroom



An adult-supported after school homework club every evening in the Learning
Support Centre to support across the curriculum



Working in partnership, when appropriate, with external professionals and
peripatetic lead teachers for further curriculum support.

If any parent/carer would like to discuss their child’s needs with Mrs Strong, our special needs Coordinator (SENDco), then they may do so by contacting the school.
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Learning
support
hub

its LEARNING VLE (Virtual Learning Environment)
At Mark Rutherford School the online learning platform used is ‘its Learning’. This platform is
being used to support teaching and allows for the personalisation of learning. The online learning
platform allows for collaborative learning between students and teachers and also ensures that
students have access to resources when they are not in the classroom. This becomes more and
more important as students’ progress through the school. It is a school expectation that
independent learning tasks will be set on the VLE. In addition, parents are able to view tasks set
and check progress. Most homework is put on its Learning for students to access. In addition the
school uses ‘Teams’ within the platform when there is a need for remote teaching.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
The FAQs below might help to give you some answers but if you have more questions discuss
them with people who know you well. Subject teachers, Heads of Department and Course
Leaders are happy to give information about their subjects. Tutors, Heads of House, Assistant
Heads of House and Careers Advisors are also willing to offer guidance about choices. In all
cases, try to take future plans (e.g. possible employment or post 16 study) into account.
You might like to think about the following questions BEFORE you go any further. Ensure you
make choices for the right reasons.
Q. Can I choose to study two languages?
A. Yes, you can study any two languages provided your languages teachers agree.
Q. Can I choose similar subjects, like dance and drama?
A. Yes, or music or art if you wish. However, we would recommend that students choose a more
balanced range of options unless they have a clear career path in mind.
Some combinations are not permitted; these will be detailed on the Option form.
Q. Should I choose a subject because I like the teacher?
A. No, you will not always be taught by the same teacher as in Year 9; make sure you choose
subjects that you enjoy.
Q. Should I do the same subject as my friend, or copy what my brother/sister did?
A. No, this is not a good idea. You should choose subjects based on what you like and are good
at. Plus, you are not guaranteed to be in the same class as your friend.
Q. Should I do a Technical Award (BTEC) or a GCSE Qualification?
A. GCSE and BTEC courses are equally as challenging and difficult. They require you to
complete coursework, carry out a lot of independent study, be organised, meet deadlines and
complete assessments or examinations. Read the subject information carefully then talk to your
Tutor or subject teacher if you are unsure.
Q. How many subjects can I pick?
A. You can choose a maximum of TWO Technical Award courses only. These are clearly labelled
in the booklet and have an asterisk (*) on the Option form. You will choose a maximum of 4
subjects in total, plus a reserve choice.
Q. Why do I have to pick a reserve choice?
A. The reserve choice is selected in case we can’t make everyone’s choices fit together - it’s a
huge jigsaw puzzle! Also sometimes courses can have too many or too few students opting for
them; we might ask you to go with your reserve instead but we will discuss this with you.
Q. What is the English Baccalaureate? I don’t see it listed on the options form.
A. The E-Bacc, as it is more commonly known, is not a qualification in itself – it is a performance
measure gained by achieving Grade 4 or better in all of the subjects below:English
Mathematics
2 Sciences (Computer Science can count as 1)
A Humanities subject (Geography or History)
A Modern Foreign Language (French, Italian or Spanish)

EBacc

When you have decided which subjects you would like to study, complete and submit the option
form (via survey monkey) by Friday 11th February 2022. For future reference, you should keep
a record of your chosen subjects by completing the last page of this booklet.
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CORE CURRICULUM COURSES
This section contains information about the core curriculum courses which students are required
to study. The name at the foot of each subject refers to the Head of Department or member of
staff with responsibility for that course. Courses are listed alphabetically.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH LITERATURE
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
GCSE English offers two GCSEs – one in English Language and one in
English Literature. Students will follow the AQA specifications in English.
These courses, graded from 9 to 1, are compulsory in Key Stage 4.
Both of the subjects will be assessed through 4 examinations at the end of
Year 11 (2 exams for Language; 2 exams for Literature). There is no coursework or controlled
assessment unit for Language or Literature. The Spoken Language endorsement is separately
certificated.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
GCSE English Language allows you to demonstrate your ability to use English in real life
contexts, and uses an investigative and analytical approach to language topics, drawing on
personal experience. It tests your ability to read for meaning and to write for different audiences
and purposes. You will consider a range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries.
GCSE English Literature requires you to explore texts from a personal perspective, and offers
the opportunity to experience Literature of today, and from the Literary Heritage. You will study a
range of texts from different genres and you will learn about poetry, prose and drama.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
All students will follow the National Curriculum in English, leading to qualifications in the subjects
as explained above.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
 GCSE English Language has two equally weighted exams; Paper 1 is Explorations in
Creative Reading and Writing and Paper 2 is Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives.
 Spoken Language is separately certificated and will test your ability to talk to different
audiences in different contexts.
 GCSE English Literature assessment takes place over two exams; Paper 1 is Shakespeare
and the 19th Century Novel (40%) and Paper 2 is Modern Texts and Poetry (60%).
 The exam papers are un-tiered, meaning that there are no Foundation and Higher tier
papers; all students take the same exams.
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Securing a good pass in English Language is an essential requirement for entry onto A-Level
courses and for university entry. A pass in English is also essential for entry into apprenticeships
and fields of employment.
English GCSEs can lead to the study of English Literature or English Language at A-Level.
English and English Literature are popular choices for degree courses.
FURTHER INFORMATION
Please contact Ms Vallance, Assistant Headteacher and Head of English or Mrs Curtis, subject
leader for KS4 for more details or access the website below.
AQA GCSE English Specifications: www.aqa.org.uk
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INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
Skills for School and Work
Non Examined Core
INTRODUCTION
At Mark Rutherford School, we have seen the need for computer skills increase across the whole
range of courses we offer. Without basic computer skills, the ability to be successful in these
courses is greatly reduced. At Mark Rutherford we are promoting greater computer literacy
requirements since student exposure does not necessarily translate to understanding. In addition,
employers want their workers to have basic computer skills as companies become ever more
dependent on computers, which is why we are equipping our students with these basic computer
literacy skills.

WHAT WILL I LEARN?
All students study core ICT. Students will work through a number of topics, including
PowerPoint, Spreadsheets, Databases, Word Processing and the Internet.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Students will complete end of unit assessments. This is not a GCSE, this is a course to support
other subjects and to prepare students for the workplace and university.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Skills for Work is a core subject which everyone will study. In addition, we offer two specialist
qualifications within the options; BTEC Tech Award in Information Technology or GCSE Computer
Science. Students should consider opting for these if they have a real interest in the sector or are
looking to work in the ICT/Computer Science industry.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Further information about GCSE Computer Science and BTEC Tech
Award in Information Technology can be found in the Options section
of this booklet or contact Ms Samosa, Assistant Headteacher and
Head of ICT and Computer Science.
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MATHEMATICS
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
Mathematics is a compulsory subject at Key Stage 4 providing an important foundation for
employment, further study and is a requirement for many university courses.
Material covered in the course is broad and deep and will develop the ability to solve challenging
problems whilst helping with better preparation for studying mathematics at A Level. Students will
follow the Edexcel GCSE (9 - 1) mathematics specification with written assessment papers at the
end of Year 11. To take account of the increased content at both higher and foundation tier, the
delivery of the GCSE course begins in Year 9 and builds on the content, knowledge and skills
developed in the Key Stage 3 programme of study for mathematics.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
The GCSE Mathematics content has been divided into six main domains:
 Number
 Algebra
 Ratio, proportion and rates of change
 Geometry and measures
 Probability
 Statistics
As well as subject content the course provides opportunities to:
 Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems
 Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions
 Interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to
the information and context
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
All students will follow the National Curriculum in Mathematics. Performance in Year 9 will
determine the mathematics set in Year 10, and consequently whether the Higher Tier specification
or the Foundation Tier specification is followed. Regular internal assessments are made
throughout the course and set changes are made as necessary.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
 Three written papers; externally assessed at the end of the course, i.e.
in May/June of Year 11
 Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes long and has 80 marks
o Paper 1 non-calculator
o Paper 2 calculator allowed
o Paper 3 calculator allowed
 Tiered Papers
o Foundation Tier: Grades 5 to 1
o Higher Tier: Grades 9 to 4
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
GCSE Mathematics provides progression to Level 3 qualifications in numerate subjects, such as
AS-Level Mathematical Studies (Core Mathematics), A-Levels in Mathematics, Further
Mathematics and Science subjects. GCSE Mathematics also supports other qualifications, and
further training and employment where mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding are
needed or desirable.
FURTHER INFORMATION
For further details contact Mr Iddrisu, Assistant Headteacher and Head of Mathematics.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Non Examined Core
INTRODUCTION
At the start of Year 10 all students begin a varied curriculum which provides a range of sporting
opportunities during their two hours of PE per week. Each week, across each half term, students
will complete a different activity, covering 12 sports per year. Students will participate in a variety
of activities which include:
Team Sports such as:
Football, Basketball, Cricket, Lacrosse, Rounders, Netball, Ultimate
Frisbee, Handball, Dodgeball, Softball, Volleyball, Rugby and Crazy
Catch.

Individual Sports such as:
Table Tennis, Badminton, Trampolining, Dance, Gymnastics and Athletics.

Health, Fitness and Well-being activities such as:
 Yoga
 Circuit Training,
 Aerobics,
 Cardio Training
 Outdoor and Adventurous Activities.
For example:
10X
10X
10X

PE1
PE2
PE3

TuA1, FrA1
BADMINTON
ROUNDERS
RUGBY

MoB4, FrB1
LACROSSE
NETBALL
FOOTBALL

TuA1, FrA1
TAG RUGBY
GYMNASTICS
BADMINTON

MoB4, FrB1
HRE
BADMINTON
BASKETBALL

TuA1, FrA1 MoB4, FrB1
TABLE TENNIS SP LEADERS
HRE
HANDBALL
HRE
FOOTBALL

TuA1, FrA1
GYMNASTICS
HRE
HRE

MoB4, FrB1 TuA1, FrA1
OAA
ROUNDERS
TABLE TENNIS ROUNDERS
HANDBALL ATHLETICS

MoB4, FrB1
UFRISBEE
ATHLETICS
CRICKET

TuA1, FrA1
ATHLETICS
UFRISBEE
SOFTBALL

MoB4, FrB1
SOFTBALL
CRICKET
UFRISBEE

EXTRA CURRICULAR
A large number of sports covered within the curriculum are also offered to students as clubs for
additional training, as well as opportunities to compete in a variety of competitive situations. We
also enable students to lead, officiate and coach as part of their roles within these extra-curricular
clubs.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There are no entry requirements for core PE and everyone will follow this non-examined
programme. In addition, some students may choose to opt for an Sport examined course and will
be directed to either GCSE PE or BTEC Tech Award in Sport, Activity and Fitness.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information please contact Mrs Reynolds, Head of Physical Education.
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION
PSHE
Non Examined Core
INTRODUCTION
The Mark Rutherford PSHE curriculum aims to develop the health and wellbeing of students. It is
an essential part of developing well rounded young people who are equipped for their futures.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
In Years 10 and 11, you will study a range of topics during your weekly lesson. Some of these
topics will be new, others will build on your prior knowledge. During Year 10 the topics will include
mental health, financial choices, first aid, managing relationships as well as drugs and alcohol. Into
Year 11 the topics will include careers, healthy lifestyles, discrimination, gangs, social media and
pregnancy.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
This is not a GCSE and therefore there are no formal exams. PSHE will however support your
knowledge and understanding in many other core and option subjects and further prepare you for
the world of work, higher education and life in the twenty-first century.
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
The main purpose of your PSHE lessons is to develop your skills and understanding of topics that
you will face throughout your life. For example, financial choices will help you understand pay slips
and bank accounts.
In addition, the topics you study in PSHE could support different career pathways. For example, a
healthy lifestyles topic could support a career as a nutritionist or health advisor whilst an increased
understanding of social media could support careers in online advertising.
FURTHER INFORMATION
Please contact Mr. Taylor, Head of
PSHE, access the Year 10 scheme of
work within the ‘Curriculum’ area of the
school web-site or visit the psheassociation.org.uk.
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SCIENCE
GCSE
All students take science in Years 10 and 11. There are two possible pathways. We will write to
parents in June of Year 9 to recommend the most suitable course for your son/daughter. You will
be able to discuss this with your son/daughter’s science teacher or with Ms Pinsent, Head of
Science, at this stage. There is some flexibility for movement between the pathways during Year
10. Please read the pages below for more information about the possible pathways.

THE 2 PATHWAYS:



Combined Science (double award) which covers aspects of Biology, Chemistry and
Physics in two GCSEs. Most students take this pathway.
Triple Science: students take all three separate science GCSEs.

Both pathways can lead to A-Level sciences and count as part of the entry requirements for ALevel study.

COMBINED SCIENCE (2 GCSEs)
INTRODUCTION
This qualification is worth two GCSEs and covers aspects of all three
sciences. The advantage of this route is that you will have more time to
learn new concepts and gain practical skills. You will have shorter exams
and less content to revise than those students doing the 3 separate
sciences.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
Biology topics include cell biology, infection and response, inheritance, variation and evolution,
ecology and bioenergetics. Chemistry topics include atomic structure and the periodic table,
bonding, the rate and extent of chemical change and organic chemistry. Physics topics include
forces, energy, waves, electricity, magnetism and electromagnetism.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Your teacher will assess your progress in Science throughout Year 9 and will recommend the most
suitable course for you to take in Years 10 and 11.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
You will take 6 exams at the end of Year 11 each lasting 75 minutes; two in Biology, two in
Chemistry and two in Physics. There is no coursework but the written exams will include some
questions about the practical work that you have done in class. This qualification will be graded on
a 17-point scale: 9-9 to 1-1, where 9-9 is the highest grade.
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
For students who have a strong interest in the sciences, Mark Rutherford offers A-Levels in
Biology, Chemistry or Physics, as well as the Level 3 BTEC Course in Applied Science which is
equivalent to one A-Level.
FURTHER INFORMATION
If you would like to know more about the Combined Science course visit the AQA website or talk to
your Science teacher or Ms Pinsent, Head of Science.
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TRIPLE SCIENCE (3 GCSEs)
INTRODUCTION
You will take all three separate GCSEs in Biology, Physics and Chemistry. Each subject will take
approximately a third of your science lessons throughout the two years.
This pathway will be more intensive than Combined Science as there is no extra time allocation for
triple award, but there is more content to learn for each topic. The pace will be fast and you must
be prepared to work hard and independently, revising thoroughly for all the examinations.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
Biology GCSE topics include cell biology, infection and response,
inheritance, variation and evolution, ecology, and bioenergetics.
Chemistry GCSE topics include atomic structure and the periodic table,
bonding, the rate and extent of chemical change, and organic chemistry.
Physics GCSE topics include forces,
electromagnetism, radioactivity, and space.

energy,

waves,

electricity,

magnetism

and

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Your teacher will assess your progress in Science throughout Year 9 and will recommend the most
suitable course for you to take in Years 10 and 11. You need to show an A1 attitude to learning
and be achieving a Grade 5 or above in Year 9 science tests.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
For each GCSE there will be two examinations each lasting 1h 45min. All six examinations will
take place at the end of Year 11. There is no coursework element but the written exams will
include some questions about the practical work that you have done in class. Each GCSE
qualification will be graded on a nine-point scale: 9 to 1 where 9 is the highest grade.
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Triple science is good preparation for further study in the Sixth Form in any of the three sciences
at A-Level (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) or the Level 3 BTEC Course in Applied Science which is
equivalent to one A-Level.
FURTHER INFORMATION
If you would like to know more about Science GCSEs visit the AQA website
or talk to your Science teachers or Ms Pinsent, Head of Science.
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OPTION COURSES
This section contains information on Option courses, arranged in alphabetical order, from which
you may make your choices.

ART - Fine Art – Painting
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
Students choosing this course will follow the Edexcel GCSE in Fine
Art. The course is designed to be flexible and to allow students to
work in a variety of media; however, students will predominantly work
within painting and drawing. Students are also required to produce
work relating to that of artists whose work they will research. The
work produced in every lesson and at home goes towards the final
GCSE grade.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
In Year 10 students are involved in a broad and general Art course involving the development of
observational skills and students’ own ideas towards final pieces of coursework. The course is
structured to give students a greater awareness of their own work in relation to that of other
artists and to gain confidence in developing their own way of working.
In Year 11 greater time is given to preparation for the timed test at the end of the course. The
majority of the work is theme based with students developing their own responses to a theme and
refining their coursework.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
 A series of projects based on different subjects and themes produced throughout Year 10
and 11 such as still life and portraits.
 Preparation for the timed test (usually in the form of a sketchbook of ideas, drawings,
research, etc.)
 A ten hour timed test piece based on the ideas developed in the preparation. The exhibition
is marked internally by the Art Department then moderated by the Exam Board.
 60% of the final grade is from coursework
 40% of the final grade is from the preparation and 10 hour timed test piece
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Art is a very popular option at GCSE for those students who want to work hard and enjoy a
creative subject. Those wishing to take Art at GCSE should discuss this with their Art teacher. As
a subject it teaches vital skills such as resilience, problem solving, creativity, independence, and
communication, as well as practical skills and manual dexterity.
Upon completing GCSE Art, students may further their education in Art into careers in fashion
design, graphic design, film and video, fine art, textile design, engineering etc.
FURTHER INFORMATION
Please contact Ms Saunders, Head of Art.
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ART - Printmaking and Photography
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
The focus will be on drawing, printmaking and photography. Students are also required to produce
work relating to that of artists whose work they will research. All the work completed in lessons
and homework is coursework and starts in Year 10.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
In Year 10 students will develop observational skills and learn different processes and techniques
for printmaking and photography. This work will form the basis of the coursework and enable them
to develop final outcomes.
Year 11 there is a timed test at the end of the course this is similar to the Fine Art GCSE course.
The exam paper provides a theme that students respond to and prepare for in lessons and
homework.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Students will produce a portfolio of work throughout Year 10 and 11 in response to different
themes such as still life, architecture or portraits.

Preparation for the timed test which will include drawings, test pieces, experimentation and
research.

A ten hour timed test piece based on the ideas developed in the
preparation. The exhibition is marked internally by the Art Department
then moderated by the Exam Board.


60% of the final grade is from coursework



40% of the final grade is from the preparation and 10 hour timed test piece

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
This is a very hands-on course and ideal for those who want to explore a range of media. It is ideal
for those prepared to put in hard work and, in addition to learning many practical skills, students
will gain an insight into industrial practice. Upon completing the GCSE, students may further their
education in Art into careers in fashion design, graphic design, film and video, fine art, textile
design, etc.
PLEASE NOTE THAT STUDENTS WISHING TO OPT FOR THIS COURSE WILL HAVE TO
COMPLETE TASTER SESSIONS.
FURTHER INFORMATION
Please contact Ms Saunders, Head of Art.
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BUSINESS STUDIES
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
The main aims of the course are to:





Increase students’ knowledge and understanding of
business through investigation, analysis and
evaluation of a range of business activities,
functions and processes
Prepare students for progression to A-Level
Business Studies, employment or further training in
the business sector
Encourage students to take responsibility for their
own learning and development.

WHAT WILL I LEARN?
You will complete two units of work:
Theme 1 – Investigating small business
This unit investigates key business concepts, issues and skills involved in running a small
business. You will develop an understanding of how small businesses operate in both a single UK
location or nationally. You will also learn about the role of the four key functional areas of any
business activity through the interactions of operations, finance, marketing and human resources.
Theme 2 – Building a business
This unit focuses on how businesses develop beyond the start-up phase. You will look at the
impact of the four main functional areas as businesses start to operate in more than one location.
You will also be looking at the external factors that impact businesses and how they operate.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must be aware that consistent hard work is required with a strong emphasis on written
communication. You should be well motivated and able to work independently in preparation for
the exams. You should have very good numeracy, literacy and ICT skills.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
You will be assessed in both units by two external exams. They will take place in the final term of
Year 11 and consist of two 1 hour and 30 minute exam papers. Each exam will be worth 50% of
the qualification.
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
This course prepares students for progression to employment and/or training in the business
sector. It will also prepare students for progression to A-Level Business Studies.
FURTHER INFORMATION
This specification caters for all GCSE grades at all levels. For further information please contact
Miss McAloone, Head of Business Studies.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
Computing and computer technology are part of just about everything that touches our lives, from
the cars we drive, to the movies we watch, to the ways businesses and governments deal with us.
Understanding different dimensions of computing is part of the necessary skill set for an educated
person in the 21st century. Whether you want to be a scientist, develop the latest ‘must have’
application, or just know what it really means when someone says ‘the computer made a mistake’,
studying computing will provide you with valuable knowledge.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
Component 1 Computer Systems: Systems architecture, memory and storage, computer
networks, connections and protocols, network security, systems software, ethical, legal, cultural
and environmental impacts of digital technology.
Component 2 Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming: Algorithms,
programming fundamentals, producing robust programs, Boolean logic, programming languages
and Integrated Development Environments.
Programming: All students will be given the opportunity to undertake programming tasks during
their course of study. They will use a high-level text-based programming language to do this, for
example, Python.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will be expected to have a keen interest in Computer Science. This may mean that you have
already written a computer program, designed a new app, actively read about cyber security
issues or other related topics, set up a network at home, installed software on your PC, are able to
trouble-shoot problems and fix issues that occur at home, for example. However, even if you have
not done any of the above, but just enjoy computing lessons and have an inquisitive and
investigative mind then this course could be for you.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Assessment will take place at the end of Year 11 as follows:
Component 1: Computer Systems – examination. This is an exam focused on computer
systems covering the physical elements of computer science and the associated theory, with a 1
hour 30 minutes written paper (50%).
Component 2: Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming – examination. This
focuses on the core theory of computer science and the application of computer science
principles, with a 1 hour 30 minutes written paper (50%).
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Having a computing qualification will provide you with a foundation of knowledge, problem solving
and logical thinking that will serve as a competitive advantage whatever career is chosen.
Technologies continue to have a growing importance in this country and further afield. If learners
want to go on to higher study and employment in the field of Computer Science, they will find that
this course provides a superb stepping stone. Learners who have taken a Computing GCSE and
who then progress to study the subject at A-Level or university will have a sound underpinning
knowledge of this subject area.
GCSE Computer Science is one of the EBacc group of options.
FURTHER INFORMATION
Speak to Ms Samosa, Assistant Headteacher and Head of ICT, or your IT Teacher.
Full course details can be found at: /https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-sciencej277-from-2020/
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DANCE
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
This is an increasingly popular subject that gives students the opportunity to keep fit and learn
about a subject that they enjoy. Students should choose this course if they have a keen interest in
performance and choreography. The course consists of two components, one practical and one
theoretical.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
The course covers contemporary dance and looks at a range of other dance
styles. You will develop your choreography skills in relation to a dance idea
and improve your technical and performance skills. You must be willing to
work and perform in both group and solo situations. You will also be expected
to analyse and appreciate existing dance works. Extra-curricular activities are
essential to students’ development in this course as you will be expected to
attend rehearsals outside of lesson times.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is beneficial for students to have dance experience and if students wish to take the course with
no experience they can attend Year 9 dance club to gain experience. An audition process will take
place in order to assess the suitability of those students who want to take the course but cannot
attend dance club. Students will also need to have at least 95% attendance or above.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Component 1: Performance and Choreography
Performance
Set phrases through a solo performance
Duet/trio performance
30% of the GCSE
Choreography
Solo or group choreography: solo (2 - 2 1/2 minutes) or
group dance for two to five dancers (3 - 3 1/2 minutes)
30% of the GCSE

Component 2: Dance Appreciation
Theory
Knowledge and understanding of
choreographic processes and
performing skills
Critical appreciation of own work
Critical appreciation of professional
works
40% of the GCSE (written exam)

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
We provide a lot of support for further development in the course as we attend numerous theatre
productions; we attend a dance workshop at Pineapple Dance studios in London every year and
we also have visiting practitioners who lead workshops in different styles of dance.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Useful books for this course would be Dance Sense by Linda Ashley or The
Essential Guide to Dance also by Linda Ashley.
Numerous clubs run throughout the year giving students the opportunity to
develop their strength, stamina, flexibility and co-ordination which are
essential skills required for the course.
For more details please contact Mrs Talbot, Head of Dance.
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
The new Design & Technology Product Design GCSE can be thought of as a
coming together of Art and Design, Engineering, Science, Maths and some of
the past Design & Technology Graphics and Resistant Materials subjects. It
requires students to show creativity and flair in researching and developing
designs for a given context.
The aim of the course is to encourage students to work in ways that are common in the product
design workplace. It will enable students to develop their designing and modelling skills to produce
professional looking outcomes that could be seen in a commercial environment. Innovation and
creative thinking are at the forefront of this course, together with a willingness to fully explore old,
new and emerging materials and technologies.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
Design & Technology students will learn to communicate ideas, manage projects, and address
social/environmental issues. Over the two year course you will develop a wide range of creative
designing and manufacturing skills; technical knowledge and understanding of various different
materials as well as invaluable transferable skills such as problem solving and time management.
Our world is changing rapidly – your generation needs to prepare for the unknown, Students with
transferable skills will be prepared for an unpredictable future and will have the ability to innovate
and respond to new challenges in a creative way.
In short, if you like and enjoy problem solving through design, making models and testing your
ideas then our GCSE course is the ideal option for you.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Unit

Description

Assessment

Course Weighting

1

Design and make coursework project

Coursework

50%

2

External exam

Written Paper

50%

You will produce your own briefs, research and design ideas in answer to given contexts and are
then encouraged to prototype these in 3D form using modelling skills and practical making skills.
Testing and evaluating your designs throughout the process is essential.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Due to the nature of some of the activities, students will need to have shown a good
understanding of health and safety in the workshops during Year 9 to ensure acceptance onto the
course. An aptitude for good graphic communication and good practical making skills need to be
demonstrated in Year 9 as well as an aptitude for being able to think creatively and explore a
range of ideas before committing to a solution.
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Future pathways include industrial design, interior design, product design,
architecture, engineering, modern apprenticeships in industry, and design
manufacture to name but a few. This course provides an ideal progression
to the A-Level Product Design course.
FURTHER INFORMATION Please speak to Mr Jenkins or your Design Technology teacher for
further information.
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DRAMA
GCSE
ACTING or PRODUCTION DESIGN
INTRODUCTION
Drama is a practical subject suitable for students who like to be both creative and active. It is
valuable for those who wish to develop communication, confidence and social skills. The GCSE
Drama course offers two pathways; ACTING or PRODUCTION DESIGN. Students are able to opt
for either pathway and will be taught within one class with access to specialist teaching in their
chosen field.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
You will be introduced through practical workshops (on acting and production design) to theatre
practitioners and drama styles. You will use the understanding gained through these workshops to
create new and innovative drama work which will be performed to an invited audience. You will
also work in small groups to prepare a scripted piece of theatre that will be performed to a visiting
examiner. At other times the course will focus on the exploration of a set text, and the evaluation
of live theatre. These will be explored both practically and theoretically. You will leave the course
with the ability to evaluate how drama and performance work communicates to an audience both
aurally and in writing.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The course consists of three main components
 Component 1: Coursework: 40% Devised performance, and written
report
 Component 2: Practical Exam: 20% Performance of a published text
 Component 3: Written Exam: 40% study of a set text and live theatre
review

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The course requires good attendance and would suit those students who are self-motivated,
especially as students will also be required to attend after school rehearsals around the times of
their practical exams. Students must have attendance of above 95% (and this must be maintained
throughout the course); students with below 95% attendance will be interviewed and may not
receive a place on the course.
Places on the Production Design route are limited and prior involvement in school productions
and/or attendance at Production Design workshops will be used to short list students for interview
should the numbers exceed those available.
Please note that student accepted on the course will be required to attend live theatre
performances, this will be arranged as part of the course, but will happen outside of the school
day.
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
GCSE Drama leads effectively onto the A-Level Drama and Theatre Studies courses offered in the
Sixth Form as well as the BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Performing Arts, and counts as one of the
GCSE’s that are required for any other A-Level study.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Please contact Mrs Farnsworth, Head of Drama.
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ENTERPRISE
BTEC TECH AWARD
INTRODUCTION
The main aims of the Enterprise course are to:




Increase students’ knowledge and understanding of
business through investigation, analysis and evaluation of
a range of business activities, functions and processes.
Prepare students for progression to level 3 business
qualifications, employment or further training in the
business sector
Encourage students to take responsibility for their own
learning and development.

WHAT WILL I LEARN?
The three Modules that you will complete are:
Unit 1: Exploring enterprises – 30% internally assessed.
You will examine different enterprises to develop knowledge and understanding of the
characteristics of enterprises and the skills needed by entrepreneurs.
Unit 2: Planning for and pitching an enterprise activity – 30% internally assessed.
You will explore ideas, plan and pitch a micro-enterprise activity to an audience, and use feedback
to review their business plan.
Unit 3: Promotion and finance for enterprise – 40% externally assessed.
You will explore the different promotional methods used by enterprise and the factors that
influence how enterprises identify and target their market. You will put your learning into practice
through real-life scenarios.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must be aware that consistent hard work is required with a strong emphasis on written and
verbal communication. You should be well motivated and able to work independently on internally
assessed tasks and in preparation for the external assessment. You should have good numeracy,
literacy and ICT skills.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Unit 1 and 2 will be assessed internally through assignments and Unit 3 will be assessed
externally by a set-task.
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
This course prepares students for progression to employment and/or training in the business
sector. It will also prepare students for progression to Level 3 business qualifications such as
BTEC Nationals and A-Level offered in our Sixth Form.
FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information please contact Miss McAloone, Head of Business Studies.
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
The GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition course equips students with an array of culinary
techniques, as well as knowledge of nutrition, food traditions and kitchen safety. It’s suitable for
students with an interest in health, fitness, food science as well as the catering industry. Students
are able to do complex and creative practical work at GCSE level as we have more lesson time
than in Year 9.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which focuses on
practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food
provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this qualification
focuses on nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give them a strong understanding of
nutrition.
Food preparation skills are divided into five topics:
 Food, nutrition and health
 Food science
 Food safety
 Food choice
 Food provenance
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
 Written exam on Food preparation and nutrition, worth 50% of the GCSE. This exam
includes both multiple choice questions and five longer questions.
 Written report - 15% (1,500–2,000 words and photographic evidence), on Food
investigation looking at the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of
ingredients.
 Portfolio of Food preparation assessment tasks - 35%, which demonstrate students'
knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking,
presentation of food and application of nutrition. Students will prepare, cook and present a
final menu of three dishes within a single period of no more than three hours, planning in
advance how this will be achieved.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
All students are welcome on the course; however, due to the nature of some of the activities, they
will need to have shown a good understanding of health and safety in the food rooms during Year
9 to ensure acceptance onto the course. Students must be organised in bringing the right
ingredients and be prepared to cook a range of foods. Financial constraints should not prevent a
student from selecting this subject – please discuss any concerns with us.
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
The course can lead onto further study of Food Science and Nutrition at A-Level and would be an
ideal subject for anyone who wishes to develop a career in food science, or embark on an
apprenticeship in the hospitality and catering industry. It is also a useful life skill and food and
nutrition are now key focuses for the Government in tackling the health issues that are facing the
population.
FURTHER INFORMATION
We have two large fully equipped food rooms with special facilities for students who require
accessibility as well as a range of electrical equipment which replicates the facilities of industrial
kitchens such as bread makers, ice cream makers and food processors.
For further details please contact Mrs Mpofu, Teacher of Food Preparation and Nutrition.

27

FRENCH
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
French GCSE will appeal to students who enjoy learning and using the language in a variety of
contexts. French is a major international language and will be an asset to any chosen career.
The integration of practical themes with other subjects will be of interest to students who wish to
develop foreign language skills as well as enhance their career potential. Students will also have
the opportunity to learn about aspects of life and culture in France.
The course is taught using a wide range of resources including text books, digital resources,
interactive and authentic materials.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
You will develop your ability to use different tenses, structures and topic vocabulary, enabling you
to express your opinions on a wide range of contemporary issues including:


Identity and culture



Local, national, international and global areas of interest



Current and future study and employment

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
In Year 11, you will be assessed in the four language skills:
Listening:
1 examination in June (25%)
Reading:
1 examination in June (25%)
Speaking:
1 speaking exam in March/April (25%)
Writing:
1 examination in June (25%)

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
A foreign language qualification opens the door to a variety of careers such as translation,
interpreting or teaching, and it is a prerequisite for working with any international firm and in the
travel and tourism industry. Furthermore, a qualification in a modern foreign language is viewed
very favourably when applying to university.
GCSE French is one of the EBacc group of options.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information, do not hesitate to contact
Mrs Champion, Head of Modern Foreign Languages (MFL),
Mrs Briggs, Mrs Neilson or Mrs Cullis, French Teachers.
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GEOGRAPHY
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
We will be following the Edexcel Geography A syllabus which has three parts to it (one exam for
each unit):
1. The Physical Environment,
2. The Human Environment
3. Geographical Investigations: Fieldwork and UK Challenges.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
Geography students will gain far more than the taught content. You will be able to:
 Develop a range of skills through practical activities such as fieldwork, role play, computer
research and analysis of photographs and maps
 Develop an awareness of contemporary issues (in the news/up to date) that will help you
understand the world around you
 Understand how we can affect the environment and other human beings by our actions.
 Develop knowledge and understanding of other cultures and places around the world.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
In Year 11 you will be assessed by three written papers; all papers are 1 hour 30 minutes.
The examinations include source based questions, short responses, numeracy calculations and 8
– 12 mark extended questions.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Geography GCSE is open to all students but due to the qualification being
100% examined, it is recommended that students have good literacy levels to
be able to fully access the course. Students are required to be attaining A1
or A2 attitude to learning grades in Geography throughout Year 9.
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Geography equips you with a range of transferable skills that will aid you in a
range of subjects offered at post-16. It is a qualification that employers look
for due to the problem solving aspect and the range of key skills such as
analysis and evaluation that you develop throughout the course.
FURTHER INFORMATION
There is a fieldwork element to the GCSE Geography course and students are expected to attend
data collection visits either locally or nationally. The field trip location varies and there is an
additional cost to this that has always been met by contributions from the student/parent/carers.
Financial constraints should not prevent a student from selecting this subject – please discuss any
concerns with us.
GCSE Geography is one of the EBacc group of options.
The course specification can be viewed at www.edexcel.org.uk (follow GCSE links and click on
Geography A). Any member of the Geography department would be happy to answer any
questions you may have or alternatively contact Mr Morgan, Head of Geography.
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
BTEC TECH AWARD
INTRODUCTION
This exciting and challenging course will introduce you to Health and Social Care and you will gain
the important knowledge, understanding and skills that are needed for working in this sector. This
will include many of the skills that are used by health and social care professional sin the sector
everyday e.g. assessing the health and wellbeing of individuals and designing individualised care
plans. You will learn about health care services and the importance of care values with the
opportunity to apply these to everyday scenarios.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Components 1 and 2 will be internally assessed coursework and
Component 3 will be an external assessment assessed by the exam
board.

WHAT WILL I LEARN?
COMPONENT 1: Human Lifespan Development
COMPONENT 2: Health and Social Care Services and Values
COMPONENT 3: Health and Wellbeing

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care provides the knowledge, understanding and skills to
progress to Level 3 vocational qualifications, such as the BTEC National Diploma in Health and
Social Care or BTEC Nationals in other sectors. In addition, a BTEC in Health and Social Care
provides progression into careers such as a paramedic, nurse, health care practitioner, child care
practitioner, teacher, social worker and many more.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Throughout the course students will be encouraged to use their own initiative, work individually
and in groups. The focus of knowledge is on the complex issue of child development rather than
child care, also the holistic development from age 0 to 90 years.
For more information please contact Mrs Hubbard, Head of Social Sciences, Mrs Humphries or
Mrs Clovy, Health and Social Care Teachers, or access the website below for full course details –
https://qualifications.pearson.com
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HISTORY
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
We offer a GCSE course in Modern World History. Whilst building on work done in Year 9, it also
helps students to understand the world we live in today. Much emphasis is placed on written work
and there is a very high degree of reading and essay writing involved; students will need to have
strong literacy skills to succeed on this course.
History is a very demanding, yet interesting and enjoyable course, and it provides a sound basis
for further study at A-Level. It is also a good foundation for entry into many careers.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
The content of the course includes issues such as:
 Crime and Punishment from 1000AD to 2000AD
 Whitechapel from 1870-1900
Certain time periods are also studied in depth, in particular:
 The Elizabethan Age
 Germany, 1918-1939
 The Cold War 1941-1991

Over the two years of study students will develop a range of skills which are important in the world
of work, as well as the world of education. These include:
 being able to learn factual details, to select information from several sources and present it
clearly in writing
 being able to explain how and why things have changed
 being able to use a number of different sources to draw conclusions
 writing lengthy written essays and major assignments
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Due to the literacy requirement and to allow full access to the course, students are advised to only
apply if they have an aptitude for English and enjoy reading and writing about History.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The course is assessed by means of three examination papers.
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Careers such as law, journalism, marketing and others all rely on the skills you acquire through the
study of History. GCSE History equips you with transferrable skills to aid you in a range of
subjects offered at post-16.
GCSE History is one of the EBacc group of options.
FURTHER INFORMATION
Please contact Mr Margetts, Head of History, if you would like any further information.
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
BTEC TECH AWARD
INTRODUCTION
The digital sector is a major source of employment in the UK, with 1.46 million people working in
digital companies and around 45,000 digital jobs advertised at any one time. Digital skills span all
industries; almost all jobs in the UK today require employees to have a good level of digital
literacy. The UK has positioned itself to be the ‘digital capital of Europe’ as it continues to invest
billions every year in digital skills and commerce. This BTEC Award gives learners the opportunity
to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical learning environment.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
You will learn about information technology and its application to the real world.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED
BTEC Tech Award in Digital Information Technology is equivalent to one GCSE and consists of
three units - one externally assessed written paper (40% of the qualification) and two units which
are internally assessed (30% each). Grades are awarded at Level 1 Pass, Merit, Distinction; Level
2 Pass, Merit, Distinction and Distinction*.
Component 1
Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning
Techniques – (30%)
 explore user interface design and development principles
 investigate how to use project planning techniques to manage
a digital project
 discover how to develop and review a digital user interface
Component 2
Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data – (30%)
 explore how data impacts on individuals and organisations
 draw conclusions and make recommendations on data intelligence
 develop a dashboard using data manipulation tools
Component 3
Effective Digital Working Practices – (40%)
 explore how modern information technology is evolving
 consider legal and ethical issues in data and information sharing
 understand what cyber security is and how to safeguard against it
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
The BTEC Tech Award in Digital Information Technology provides opportunities for students to
progress to academic qualifications, including the BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in
Information Technology that we offer in the Sixth Form, or more specialised vocational pathways.
FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information please speak to your IT/Computing Teacher or Ms Samosa, Assistant
Headteacher and Head of ICT. Full course details can be found at:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-informationtechnology-2022.html
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ITALIAN
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
Italian GCSE will appeal to students who enjoy learning and using the language for its own sake.
Italian is a major European language and will be an asset to any chosen career.
The integration of practical themes with other subjects will be of interest to students who wish to
develop foreign language skills as well as enhance their career potential. Students will also have
the opportunity to learn about aspects of life and culture in Italy.
The course is taught using a wide range of resources including text books, interactive and
authentic materials.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
You will develop your ability to use different tenses, structures and topic vocabulary, enabling you
to express your opinions on a wide range of contemporary issues including:




Identity and culture
Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Current and future study and employment

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
In Year 11 you will be assessed in the four language skills:
Listening:
Reading:
Speaking:
Writing:

1 examination in June (25%)
1 examination in June (25%)
1 speaking exam in March/April (25%)
1 examination in June (25%)

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
A foreign language qualification opens the door to a variety of
careers such as translation, interpreting or teaching and it is a
prerequisite for working with any international firm and in the travel
and tourism industry. Furthermore, a qualification in a modern
foreign language is viewed very favourably when applying to
university.

GCSE Italian is one of the EBacc group of options.
FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information, do not hesitate to contact Mrs Champion, Head of Modern Foreign
Languages (MFL), Mrs Briggs or Mrs Neilson, Italian teachers.
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MEDIA STUDIES
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
We live in a world saturated by the mass media. The mass media is defined as advertising,
television, film, newspapers, web-based media, radio, popular music, magazines and video
games. To study the media is to understand the world we live in. This course seeks to enable
students to become aware of key media concepts, their role as consumers of the media, explore
how audiences are constructed and targeted, analyse media texts, carry out research and create
their own practical media work.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
 To develop a critical understanding of the role of mass media in society
 To be able to apply a range of theoretical approaches to media products
 To understand core media industries and their influence on the media we consume
 To design and construct media products
 To analyse the appeal of media texts
 To work independently using your own initiative
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Basic design ICT skills and a genuine awareness of and interest in all
areas of media are necessary for success on the course. You must have
good literacy and ability to analyse texts effectively.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
External Assessment accounts for 70% of the total marks.
There are two papers of equal weighting:
Paper 1: Industries, audiences and representation.
Paper 2: Media language and contexts.
Coursework accounts for 30% of the total marks.
Tasks will be set by the exam board; topics will change each year.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
The media is an ever expanding industry. Promotion through social media is a rapidly growing
area. GCSE Media Studies can help students on the road to a career in the media. It provides
students with relevant, modern and practical knowledge and skills. Students can progress to
Media Studies at A-Level, and beyond at university.
There are also a range of apprenticeships available with respected media corporations.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information please contact Miss Leach, Head of Media Studies.
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MUSIC
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
GCSE Music is a course that encourages learning through practical and
theoretical experiences. The three elements of the OCR qualification are
Listening to and Appraising Music, Composing and Appraising Music, and
Performing Music.
Students will explore the elements of music through four areas of study:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The Concerto Through Time
Rhythms of the World
Film Music
Pop Music 1950s- Present Day

WHAT WILL I LEARN?
Through completion of this course students will be encouraged to:





understand and appreciate a range of different kinds of music
develop an understanding of the progression of music over time and influences on styles
and genres
evaluate their own and others’ music and develop their own musical interests and skills,
including the ability to make music individually and in groups
both read and write music (a requirement of the course)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
This course is best suited to musicians who have been studying instrumental / vocal lessons and
are around Grade III-IV performing standard. A 20 minute weekly lesson is provided by the school
which must be attended to support the performance element of the course.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Written Examination: Listening and Appraising Music (40%)
Controlled Assessment in lessons: Composing Coursework (30%)
Controlled Assessment: Performance (30%)
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
GCSE Music can lead to A-Level Music and Music Technology qualifications. It can also prepare
students for either the BTEC Level 3 in Music Performance or Music Technology or the musical
element of the BTEC Extended Diploma in Performing Arts Musical Theatre. Alongside the
GCSE course students can also attend additional sessions taught as part of the extra-curricular
timetable to work towards and pass their Theory Grade V (ABRSM). This qualification is required
to take higher practical grades and also supports with accruing UCAS points for university
entrance.
FURTHER INFORMATION
Instrumental and vocal tuition is available to GCSE students free of charge as it is an integral part
of the course. Excellent attendance, regular practice and a commitment to taking part in extracurricular groups is vital to ensure the experience is valuable. Students who have enjoyed
practical music in Year 9, together with those learning to play instruments, will find that this
course is both exciting and enjoyable. All students taking GCSE Music need to attend a minimum
of one extra-curricular activity to develop performance skills.
Please contact Mrs Jones, Head of Music, if you require any further information.
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MUSIC PRACTICE
BTEC TECH AWARD
INTRODUCTION
The Music Practice course encourages learning through practical
and theoretical experiences. The three Components are:
1) Exploring Music Products and Styles
Looking at the history and development of musical styles
and genres and their influences
2) Music Skills Development
An opportunity to develop musicianship skills through project work in performing and
composition
3) Responding to a Commercial Brief
Undertaking life as a musician and learning what skills are required to become a selfemployed professional
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
Through completion of this course students will be encouraged to:
 Develop appreciation of styles and genres of music
 Explore techniques used to create music products
 Explore professional and commercial skills for the music industry
 Apply and develop individual musical skills and techniques
 Understand how to respond to a commercial music brief
 Select and apply musical skills in response to a commercial music brief
 Present a final musical product in response to a commercial music brief
 Comment on the creative process and outcome in response to a commercial music brief
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Music Practice is suitable for anyone with an interest in Music. Reading and writing music will be
a requirement as will attendance at a 20 minute weekly lesson provided by the school in order to
support the performance element of the course.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Exploring Music Products and Styles; video / audio portfolio – Internal Assessment
Music Skills Development; video / audio portfolio – Internal Assessment
Responding to a Commercial Brief; Creating and Producing or Creating and Performing
video / audio portfolio – External Assessment
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
This course can lead to A-Level Music and Music Technology qualifications. It can also prepare
students for either the BTEC Level 3 in Music Performance or Music Technology or the musical
element of the BTEC Extended Diploma in Performing Arts Musical Theatre. Alongside this
course, students can also attend additional sessions taught as part of the extra-curricular
timetable to work towards and pass their Theory Grade V (ABRSM). This qualification is required
to take higher practical grades and also supports with accruing UCAS points for university
entrance.
FURTHER INFORMATION
Instrumental and vocal tuition is available to BTEC students free of charge as it is an integral part
of the course. Excellent attendance, regular practice and a commitment to taking part in extracurricular groups is vital to ensure the experience is valuable. Students who have enjoyed
practical music in Year 9, together with those learning to play instruments, will find that this
course is both exciting and enjoyable. All students taking BTEC Music need to attend a minimum
of one extra-curricular activity to develop performance skills.
Please contact Mrs Jones, Head of Music, if you require any further information.
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GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION
BTEC TECH AWARD SPORT, ACTIVITY AND FITNESS
INTRODUCTION
Students have the option to study an examination course in
Physical Education or Sport during Years 10 and 11. This will
provide students with 5 one-hour lessons over a fortnight in addition
to 4 hours of core PE for all students at Key Stage 4.
Students will opt into examination Physical Education/Sport
and will be guided into the programme which suits their
individual strengths and needs by their teacher/Head of PE.
The course allocated to each student will reflect previous practical
performances, extracurricular participation as well as their interest
in examination content and assessment methods.
The two courses of Physical Education and Sport, Activity and Fitness will provide you with a
broad foundation which will enable you to proceed towards further education or training, or to
consider employment in the sports industry. Each course aims to develop your knowledge and
understanding of how a healthy, active lifestyle contributes to the growth and development of
body systems and structures, as well as general wellbeing.

WHAT WILL I LEARN?

Regardless of which course you are assigned, most lessons
will be theory-based with some elements of practical over
the two years. You will develop understanding across a
range of topics such as:






the body and effects of exercise
technology in sport
principles of training
nutrition for sport
psychology in sport

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS






You must enjoy and have an active interest in PE, sport or physical activity.
You must be regularly participating in competitive sport both in and out of school.
You must enjoy being active and appreciate the benefits of maintaining your own physical
fitness and health.
You will have a record of positive attitude to learning in all Key Stage 3 core PE lessons.
You must be able to work constructively within a classroom environment as well as a coach or
leader in practical sessions.
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Component

1

2

3

4

GCSE
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

BTEC
SPORT, ACTIVITY AND FITNESS

Fitness and Body Systems
1 hour 45 minutes written examination
paper
36% of your total marks

Understand the Body and the
Supporting Technology for Sport and
Activity
These areas are assessed through 3
written assignments
30% of your total marks
The Principles of Training, Nutrition
and Psychology for Sport and Activity
1 hour and 30 minutes written
examination paper
40% of your total marks
Applying the Principles of Sport and
Activity
This is assessed through practical
leadership and written assignments
30% of your total marks

Health and Performance
1 hour and 15 minutes written
examination paper
24% of your total marks
Three practical performances for both
individual and team sports
30% of your total marks

Planning, performing, monitoring and
evaluating of a Personal Exercise
Programme
10% of your total marks

On the options form students should select ‘PE/Sport’. The PE department will consult and
then assign the recommended qualification according to individuals’ strengths and needs.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Successful completion of either examination course can enable you to study a
variety of subjects’ post-16 including BTEC Level 3 Qualifications in Sport and
Exercise Science and A-Level PE as offered in our Sixth Form. Also, employers
look favourably at Physical Education students as they have developed the transferable and key
skills they are often looking for such as teamwork, leadership, communication skills, confidence,
and many more.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For more information visit the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.com), speak to a member of the PE
department, or contact Mrs Reynolds Head of Physical Education or Mr Snowdon Assistant Head
of Physical Education.
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The PSE PROGRAMME
ASDAN Certificate
INTRODUCTION
The Certificate of Personal and Social Effectiveness programme is designed to enable young
people to understand themselves and others better, whilst preparing them for the transition into
adult life. It will equip them with valuable skills in communication, collaboration and emotional
intelligence useful for school life and the world of work, and which will enable them to contribute
positively to all aspects of society in general.
WHAT SKILLS WILL I DEVELOP ON THIS COURSE?
The course covers 3 skills-based units:
• Developing myself and my performance
• Working with others
• Problem solving
This course consists of a series of challenges and activities, which give students the opportunity to
develop the above skills, whilst gaining credits for successfully completed tasks. The thematic
design of each module allows students to build on current knowledge and progressively develop
their personal and interpersonal skills.
Delivering a project -The fourth unit is a research project chosen by the learner on a topic linked
to one of the three other units.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The course has no specific entry requirements as students will be selected and/or recommended
by their Head of House or SENDCo - we will contact parents about selection. Alternatively please
contact your child’s Head of House if you believe the PSE Programme would be more suitable for
them than either GCSE or Technical Award option subjects.
NB: You will not find PSE listed on the Option form. Please complete the option form as required
and we will adjust it accordingly if PSE becomes one of the options.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Learners will be assessed on how they have developed the ability to:
• understand and develop themselves and their own performance
• work with others in teams
• develop and use problem solving skills.
Learners will additionally be assessed on how they have developed the ability
to do a project. This includes planning, research, presentation and discussion.
Assessment is by internal and external moderation of students’ portfolios. Both
class-based and homework tasks contribute to the portfolio.
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
The Certificate of Personal and Social Effectiveness will enable you to:
 Recognise your personal achievements
 Effectively manage your learning
 Develop employability skills and personal and social effectiveness

Achieve a Certificate in Personal and Social Effectiveness at Level 1 or Level 2
(equivalent to one GCSE)

Progress to PSE Level 3, after completing Level 2, if you wish.
FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information please contact Mrs Mayeur, course leader for PSE.
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
The GCSE Religious Studies course covers content from a Western religious perspective, with a
focus on ethics and philosophy in the modern world. Our chosen religions of focus will be
Christianity and Islam.
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
Students will learn how to demonstrate an understanding of the influence of religion on
individuals, communities and societies, from different perspectives. These may derive from either
different religions or different views/denominations within a particular religion. The course ensures
that learners know and understand the fact that religious traditions of Great Britain whilst being, in
the main, Christian are also diverse and include religious and non-religious traditions and beliefs
such as humanism and atheism. Learners will be expected to know, understand and express
common and divergent views, and the basis for beliefs, teachings and practice.
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
In Year 11 you will be assessed on three components, completing examination papers on: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World (50%)
 Study of Christianity (25%)
 Study of a World Faith (25%)
WHY STUDY THIS COURSE?
This course allows learners to study topics that explain the diversity of
life and religion in the modern world. It can also complement other
subjects such as; English, as it helps to build a learner’s knowledge of
religious ideas, concepts and symbols which is crucial to the study of literature; History, as it can
help a learner to develop a greater understanding of the religious issues behind important events
in history; Science, as it can provide an important perspective when considering the ‘why’ and
‘how’ questions often asked in science. This course will allow learners to improve their
philosophical thinking skills and their ability to think outside of the box. It will allow them to
understand the contemporary ethical and religious issues such as medical ethics and religious
fundamentalism, as well as developing their communication skills as they learn to clearly express
their views and increase their self-confidence.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The Religious Studies GCSE is open to all students however, due to being 100% examined, we
would encourage applications from students who have displayed good attitude to learning grades
(A1, A2) in Religious Studies throughout Year 9.
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Religious Studies equips you with a variety of transferable skills that will aid you in a range of
subjects offered at post-16. It is a qualification that employers look for due to the analytical and
strategic thinking that is required, as well as a range of other key skills that you develop
throughout the course.
FURTHER INFORMATION
The course specification can be viewed at www.eduqas.co.uk; select qualification, the subject
Religious Studies and then the GCSE tab. The GCSE Specification we follow is for the Full Course
and is Route A. If you would like any further information please contact Miss Day, Head of
Religious Studies.
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SPANISH
GCSE
INTRODUCTION
Spanish GCSE will appeal to students who enjoy learning and using the language in a variety of
contexts. Spanish is a major international language and will be an asset to any chosen career.
The integration of practical themes with other subjects will be of interest to students who wish to
develop foreign language skills as well as enhance their career potential.
Students choosing to study Spanish will have the opportunity to gain valuable foreign language
skills and to learn about aspects of life and culture in Spain.
The course is taught using a wide range of resources including text books, digital resources,
interactive and authentic materials.

WHAT WILL I LEARN?
You will develop your ability to use different tenses, structures and topic vocabulary, enabling you
to express your opinions on a wide range of contemporary issues including:




Identity and culture
Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Current and future study and employment

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
In Year 11 you will be assessed in the four language skills
Listening:
Reading:
Speaking:
Writing:

1 examination in May/June (25%)
1 examination in May/June (25%)
1 speaking exam in April/May (25%)
1 examination in May/June (25%)

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
A foreign language qualification opens the door to a variety of careers such as translation,
interpreting or teaching and it is a prerequisite for working with any international firm and in the
travel and tourism industry. Furthermore, a qualification in a modern foreign language is viewed
very favourably when applying to university.

GCSE Spanish is one of the EBacc group of options.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information, do not hesitate to contact Mrs Champion, Head of Modern Foreign
Languages (MFL), Mrs Neilson or Spanish teachers.
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MARK RUTHERFORD SIXTH FORM
YEARS 12 and 13
The Sixth Form is an integral part of the whole school and applying to continue with your studies
after your GCSEs will soon come around. The Government has set a target of increasing the
number of young people who remain in education or employment with training; the ‘Raising
Participation Age’ means you will have to continue in education or training until you are 18 years of
age. The very successful Sixth Form at Mark Rutherford School has already seen an increase in
their numbers with students opting to stay in education to secure better jobs and improve their
opportunities for the future.
The Sixth Form at Mark Rutherford School is large enough to provide a wide range of courses
and subjects, with over thirty currently on offer, yet we remain small enough to care and provide
the support, information, advice and guidance you may need. Courses and subjects available are
both academic and vocational, with some students choosing a combination of both.
Life in the Sixth Form is similar and yet different to the main part of the school.
We encourage students to strive for academic success but also develop
wider interests, experiences and develop personally. A number of extracurricular activities are available from sport to charity fundraising events. There
is also a Sixth Form Committee to support the voices of the student body.
It is important that you start to think about your future now. Some students
will know exactly what their chosen career is and it is therefore important that
they develop an understanding of both the academic and personal qualities
required. Others may not have made a decision on their future but choose to
stay in education studying subjects they enjoy and find rewarding. Careers advice is built into the
Sixth Form programme to help you make these important decisions.
A number of opportunities are available throughout Year 11 for students to explore their options
and support is available within the school. A number of events are organised to ensure students
get a full understanding of the opportunities available at Mark Rutherford School and beyond.
Following the Year 11 examinations in the summer term there is a Sixth Form induction which we
expect all students hoping to progress into the Sixth Form to attend. This provides a taste of life
in the Sixth Form in relation to both the academic and social aspects.
If you require any further information then please do not hesitate to contact a member of the Sixth
Form team (via the Sixth Form page on the website).

42

SUMMARY
Once you have read the curriculum content, listened to teachers, watched
any subject information videos, spoken to your parents, taken advice from
your form tutor and joined us at the OPTIONS-CHOICES-CAREERS
evening on Thursday 3rd February 2022 you must select your subject
choices and complete your option form via survey monkey carefully.
For your own records, write down the subjects you
have chosen below.
There should be 4 in total plus a reserve.

Student name:
Form tutor:

Group: 9.
My chosen subjects are

EBacc option
2nd option
3rd option
4th option
Reserve

Your subjects must be chosen and submitted via the
survey monkey form by

Friday 11th February 2022
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