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Macbeth
How to Use This Guide

How to Use This Guide

Summary

on. To help you test your knowledge, there are quick questions throughout the 

Themes

Context

Key Quotes
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Macbeth
How to Use This Guide

Mini Exams

the audience, and these questions will help you to think about this. You could 

Exam Questions

Sample Answers

a ‘good’ response and the second is a ‘great’ one. Each answer is labelled with a 
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Macbeth
About the Exam

About the Exam

The Assessment Objectives

AO1: Read, understand and respond 
to texts. Students should be able to:

• 

• 
quotations, to support and illustrate 
interpretations.

understood the text. You can give your own personal 
ideas and thoughts about the play and use quotes 

AO2: Analyse the language, form 
and structure used by a writer to 
create meanings and effects, using 
relevant subject terminology where 
appropriate.

and you can analyse the way that he structured the 
play and why he chose to do it the way he did. You 

AO3: Show understanding of the 
relationships between texts and the 
contexts in which they were written.

reacted to the play.

AO4: Use a range of vocabulary 
and sentence structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation.

3 
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Macbeth
What’s It About?

Macbeth by 
William Shakespeare
What’s It About?

ruthless, killing anyone who stands in 

tyrannical rule eventually leads to his own 
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Macbeth
Context

tragedy, a play that 

especially popular with audiences because 

tragic hero

he begins the play as a heroic soldier, but his 

th

 was written in 

 explores 

prophecy that his descendants will be kings are 

Context
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Macbeth
Who’s Who?

Who’s Who

Lady Macbeth

Macbeth

terror to hold onto his throne.

The Three Witches

King Duncan

take his throne.
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Macbeth
Who’s Who?

Banquo

Who’s Who

Macduff

Malcolm

Fleance
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Macbeth
Summary

Act I
Scene i:

Scene ii:

Scene iii:
encounter the three witches. The 

will not be king, but his children 
will be kings. The witches 

Scene iv: 

at the castle.

How does Macbeth  
feel about the  

witches’ prophecy?

Why does Lady Macbeth call 
upon ‘spirits’ in this scene? What 
does this tell us about her?

Summary

8 



Macbeth
Summary

Scene v:

Scene vi:

Scene vii:

also considers all the reasons he should not 

Act II
Scene i:

whether it is real or a hallucination. 

Scene ii:

Does the vision of the 
dagger give Macbeth 

What arguments does 
Macbeth give for not 

killing Duncan?

  How does Lady Macbeth 

ahead with the murder?
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Macbeth
Summary

cowardice and takes the daggers 

hands and then the 
two pretend to 
be asleep.

Scene iii:

country.

Scene iv:
castle. They note that strange events have been happening over 

Act III
Scene i:

How does Macbeth react 
to murdering Duncan? What 

does this tell us about him?

strange supernatural events that 

How has Macbeth’s character 
begun to change in this scene?

10 



Macbeth
Summary

Scene ii:

Scene iii:

Scene iv:

escaped. He worries that the threat 
to his power has not been stopped. 

tells the guests he is ill and sends 

Scene v:

the witches did not involve her in their previous 

he arrives.

Scene vi:

Act IV
Scene i:

How does Macbeth react to 
Banquo’s ghost? What does 
its appearance represent?

11 



Macbeth
Summary

 

Scene ii:

worries that people will think he is a traitor because he 

and her son.

Scene iii:

Act V
Scene i:

Scene ii:

Scene iii:

cannot cure her.

of each of the visions 
Macbeth sees?

What does the blood 
on Lady Macbeth’s 
hands represent?

12 



Macbeth
Summary

Scene iv:

Scene v:

and says that he is ready to die.

Scene vi: The battle begins outside the 

and draw their swords.

Scene vii:

Scene viii

Scene ix:

How does Macbeth react 
to the news of his wife’s 

death? How is he feeling in 
this scene in general?

What is the tone of the play’s ending? What message 
do you think Shakespeare was trying to get across?

13 
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Themes: Ambition

Themes

his power.

In 

although he wins what he wanted 

characters in the play are 

these characters don’t allow 

their honour to win power are 

Ambition

14 



Macbeth
Themes: Ambition - Context

things and set out their order in the 

including people’s roles in society. 
This idea was called the Great 
Chain of Being
kings and queens were believed to 

Divine Right 

of Kings

which was particularly shocking 
to the heavily religious society 

the world and directly sins against 

which the audience would have 
viewed as especially villainous.

Context
Themes: Ambition

15 
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Themes: Ambition - Key Quotes

Key Quotes

Why do I yield to that suggestion  
 

 

Macbeth, Act I Scene iii

Thou wouldst be great, 
 

The illness should attend it.

Lady Macbeth, Act I Scene v

I have no spur 
 
 

Macbeth, Act I Scene vii

 

Macbeth, Act I Scene iv

the idea, he shows that he’s 

need to be ruthless and cruel to 
get what they want, and there’s 

deeds, but his ‘deep desires’ 
show how strongly he wants  
to be king.

that he has no good reason to 

Themes: Ambition

16 
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Themes: Ambition - Mini Exams

Mini Exams
Themes: Ambition

Question 1

Question 2

Question 3

17 



Macbeth
Themes: Ambition - Exam Question

Starting with this extract, explore how Shakespeare presents 
ambition in the play. Write about:

• 
• 

Read the following extract from Act I Scene v of Macbeth and then 
answer the question that follows.

LADY MACBETH

 
 

 
 

 
The illness should attend it. What thou wouldst highly, 

 
 

 
 

Than wishest should be undone. Hie thee hither, 
 

 
 
 

To have thee crowned withal.

Exam Question
Themes: Ambition

18 



Macbeth
Themes: Ambition - Sample Answer

Sample Answer
Themes: Ambition

Good Response

whatever it takes to get what they want. This is also seen 

the crown.

deeds.
any kindness and he ruthlessly kills anyone who gets in his 

but without any 

relevant quotation 
and analysis.

context but could 
be developed 

trying to say to the 
audience through 

This paragraph 

point and explores 

is presented. It 
could go into 

chose to present 

19 



Macbeth
Themes: Ambition - Sample Answer

Lady Macbeth in the extract. The student shows a 

on the audience in more detail. There needs to be 

This paragraph is 

with a personal 

presented in  
the play.

20 



Macbeth
Themes: Ambition - Sample Answer

Great Response

to avenge past wrongs. 

 

 

describing her husband using a characteristic we associate 

that the roles have been reversed at this stage.  

 

Explores the 

to context and 
how it would 

the audience’s 
response.

paragraph to 

on the points they 
are going  

to develop.

This paragraph 
gives a detailed 

the character.

21 



Macbeth
Themes: Ambition - Sample Answer

It is in these 

There is no way he could have gained power in the right 

In the extract she tells the audience that she will 

 

This paragraph 
uses relevant 
quotations to 

back up detailed 
points about the 

presented as  
a character.

This paragraph 

good analysis 

to context but it 

relates to the topic 
in the question 

22 



Macbeth
Themes: Ambition - Sample Answer

This response provides really detailed personal 

in presenting his characters. The student has 

ambition is presented throughout the play and the 

and structure throughout their response, and 

paragraph with 
the student’s 

personal 
interpretations 

intent.

23 
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Themes: Gender

Themes

see that they have beards.

Gender

24 



Macbeth
Themes: Gender - Context

a patriarchal

then they belonged to their 
husbands, and they were expected 

because she breaks all the expected 

Context
Themes: Gender

25 



Macbeth
Themes: Gender - Key Quotes

 
 

 

Lady Macbeth, Act I Scene v

I have given suck, and know 
 

 
 

 
Have done to this.

Lady Macbeth, Act I Scene vii

MACDUFF
 

 
 

MALCOLM

MACDUFF
I shall do so, 

 
 

Act IV Scene iii

MACBETH
 

 

LADY MACBETH
What beast was ’t, then, 

 

Act I Scene v

order to get what she wants 
she will need to be cold, 
calculating, ruthless and cruel. 

characteristics which she 
believes are an obstacle to her 

cowardice.

daring to do whatever it takes 
to get what you want.

about ruthlessness and cruelty, 

his children have been killed, 

will, but he also has to be able 

Key Quotes
Themes: Gender

26 



Macbeth
Themes: Gender - Mini Exams

Mini Exams
Themes: Gender

Question 1

.

Question 2

Question 3

‘

27 



Macbeth
Themes: Gender - Exam Question

Starting with this extract, explore how Shakespeare presents gender 
roles in the play. Write about:

• 
• 

Read the following extract from Act I Scene vii of Macbeth and then answer 
the question that follows.

MACBETH

LADY MACBETH

What beast was ’t, then,

Have done to this.

MACBETH

LADY MACBETH

Exam Question
Themes: Gender

28 



Macbeth
Themes: Gender - Sample Answer

Sample Answer
Themes: Gender

Good Response

 This 

 

he is braver and takes action on his own, such as when he 

get what she wants.

with a quotation 
as evidence. context, but needs 

why this shocking 

at developing 

character.

 
to context.

developed with 

the audience’s 
response.

29 



Macbeth
Themes: Gender - Sample Answer

This student makes clear and structured points and 
uses evidence to support them. They need to develop 
their analysis more to focus on why Shakespeare 
presented the characters this way and how they 
develop over the course of the play beyond the scene 
in the extract. There also needs to be much more 

that Shakespeare has chosen and the effects  
they create.

interpretation 

ideas about 

intent.

30 



Macbeth
Themes: Gender - Sample Answer

Great Response

 This 

hesitation. 

 

to achieve this. Her assertion that she would kill her own 

 

 

particularly cruel and evil and establishes her villainous 
nature to the audience.

to a language 

 

 

with a detailed 
 

to context 
with a good 
understanding 

the audience’s 
reaction to  
the play.

This sentence 

language choice 

the play’s context.

These opening 
points use 
evidence well 
to show how 

establishes the 
characters’ points 

31 



Macbeth
Themes: Gender - Sample Answer

This response shows a detailed understanding 

choices and discusses how he develops characters 

response to the play.

The last 
paragraph 
presents a 

detailed personal 
response that 

shows a thorough 

the play as a 

a good analysis 

overall intent.

32 



Themes: Fate  
and the Supernatural

Macbeth

Themes

power the witches actually

in the end.

used to represent the characters’ inner 

clear whether these visions are real 

throughout the play.

Fate and the Supernatural

33 



evil spirits were considered to be 

a bad harvest or an outbreak 

the witches in  as evil 

would be seen as a clear weakness 

included the witches in  
to personally interest the king. The 

to rule and, as such, killing the king 

Context
Themes: Fate and the Supernatural

Themes: Fate and the  
Supernatural - Context

Macbeth
34 



 

The Witches, Act I Scene i

 

Macbeth, Act I Scene iii

 

clutch thee. 
I have thee not, and yet I see thee still.
Macbeth, Act II Scene i

FIRST WITCH

SECOND WITCH

THIRD WITCH

Act I Scene iii

the whole play. Throughout 
, nothing is what it 

have terrible consequences, and 
people hide their real intentions.

The witches clearly have a 

decide whether to leave his 

action.

His instinct is to grab it, 

power. The dagger could be 

his actions or a hallucination 
representing his guilty 

audience to decide.

Key Quotes
Themes: Fate and the Supernatural

Themes: Fate and the  
Supernatural - Key Quotes

Macbeth
35 



Mini Exams
Themes: Fate and the Supernatural

Question 1

Question 2

Question 3

‘In 

Themes: Fate and the  
Supernatural - Mini Exams

Macbeth
36 



Starting with this extract, explore how Shakespeare presents the 
supernatural in the play. Write about:

• 
• 

Read the following extract from Act I Scene iii of Macbeth and then answer 
the question that follows.

encounter the witches.

BANQUO

 
That look not like the inhabitants o’ the earth, 

 
 

 
 

 
That you are so.

MACBETH

FIRST WITCH

SECOND WITCH

THIRD WITCH

BANQUO

 
 

 
 

You greet with present grace and great prediction 
 

 
 

 
 

Exam Question

Themes: Fate and the  
Supernatural - Exam Question

Macbeth

Themes: Fate and the Supernatural

37 



Sample Answer
Themes: Fate and the Supernatural

Good Response

 
 

have believed that the witches were real.

 They do the titles in order, so they go 

king it was a very big thing. This presents the witches as 
They 

show that they can do this again later in the play when 

He 

Themes: Fate and the  
Supernatural - Sample Answer

Macbeth

and explains  

with a quotation 
as evidence and 

audience.

This paragraph 

presented the 
witches this way.

context, but 
could give a 

why the witches 
would have been 

scary to  
the audience.

38 



 
is dangerous.

reason everything happens in the play. The witches get 

Themes: Fate and the  
Supernatural - Sample Answer

Macbeth

why Shakespeare chose to present the supernatural 

also talk more about the language and structure 
Shakespeare chose to use.

What does 

in attitude to the 
witches tell the 
audience about 

he no longer  

This last 
paragraph is 

without analysis 

chose to include 
the supernatural 

39 



Great Response

nature, noting that they “look not like the inhabitants o’ the 

 The audience would 

as dangerous characters. Their strange and supernatural 
appearance adds to this.

 

and entranced by the witches. 

less readily swayed. 

 is that it is 

Themes: Fate and the  
Supernatural - Sample Answer

Macbeth

discusses  

with a quotation 
as evidence, 
analysing the 

the author’s intent.

context explaining 

choices.

context and  
 

the audience.

40 



ruin.

who try to control their own destiny through evil deeds are 

This response includes detailed personal 
interpretations of the play. The student has focused 
on the effect of Shakespeare’s choices, how they 
develop the characters and the impact they create on 

quotations to support their points. They could improve 

Themes: Fate and the  
Supernatural - Sample Answer

Macbeth

This paragraph 
includes a 

detailed personal 

intent and its 
 

the audience.

41 
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Themes: Guilt

Themes

In 

her sleep, seeing blood on her hands that can’t 

they are.

Guilt

42 



Macbeth
Themes: Guilt - Context

that his actions are wrong and handle her guilt without losing 

Context
Themes: Guilt
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Macbeth
Themes: Guilt - Key Quotes

 

Macbeth, Act II Scene ii

 
 

 
Fell slaughter on their souls. Heaven rest  

Macduff, Act IV Scene iii

 

Lady Macbeth, Act V Scene i

 
 

Thou hast no speculation in those eyes 
Which thou dost glare with
Macbeth, Act III Scene iv

hands literally, but his guilty 

 

Key Quotes
Themes: Guilt

44 



Macbeth
Themes: Guilt - Mini Exams

Mini Exams
Themes: Guilt

Question 1

Question 2

Question 3

45 



Macbeth
Themes: Guilt - Exam Question

Starting with this extract, explore how Shakespeare presents  
guilt in the play. Write about:

• 
• 

Read the following extract from Act II Scene ii of Macbeth and 
then answer the question that follows.

MACBETH

 
 

 
 

 

LADY MACBETH

MACBETH

 
 

LADY MACBETH

 
You do unbend your noble strength, to think 

 
 

 
 

MACBETH

 
 

Exam Question
Themes: Guilt

46 



Macbeth
Themes: Guilt - Sample Answer

Sample Answer
Themes: Guilt

Good Response

even when there aren’t any there. The alliteration stresses 
what he is saying.

 He knows that he is no longer innocent and 

 

done. 

He 

 
be avoided.

a language 

Why does 

with quotations 
as evidence. 

whole text.

with a quotation 
as evidence.

How does this 

This paragraph is 

on how guilt 

and why it leads 

he does.

47 



Macbeth
Themes: Guilt - Sample Answer

 

presenting guilt as what happens when you go against the 

response could expand on how guilt is presented 

context but the 

audience could be 

48 



Macbeth
Themes: Guilt - Sample Answer

Great Response

take over, even when you have lost your soul.

 

 The 

this philosophy, and so this guilt would have been seen as 

the deed.
proves that visible evidence doesn’t say anything to the 

would be.
blood with water conveys to the audience that this guilt in 

and discusses  
 

and explores how 

presents guilt 

 

with a quotation 
as evidence, 
showing 

the scene.

to context and its 
 

the play.

49 



Macbeth
Themes: Guilt - Sample Answer

bad deeds catch up with you, and you will always regret 

However, 

play by analysing 
how characters 
change over 

audience.

writer’s intentions.

with a quotation 
as evidence.

This response is a detailed exploration of the theme with 

to the audience and how he achieved this. The student 

the effects they create. They could develop the references 

explanation of how the audience would have reacted to the 

play but the 

could be  

50 



Themes

 
too easily.

and he doesn’t care about his people, only his own power. He ruthlessly 

rule because 
he acts only in his own interests and not  
his people’s.

and his people while being strong enough 

Kingship and Tyranny

Themes: Kingship  
and Tyranny

Macbeth
51 



 was written, 

absolute monarch

that this was his right because 

However, he also believed that this 

wrote  to appeal directly 

kingship, balancing authority with 

Context
Themes: Kingship and Tyranny

Themes: Kingship  
and Tyranny - Context

Macbeth
52 



 
 

 
 

Macbeth, Act I Scene vii

 
 

 

Malcolm, Act IV Scene iii

 
 

Macduff, Act IV Scene iii

 
 

 
 

 

Macbeth, Act IV Scene i

he describes the qualities that 

 

He lists the traits a king should 
possess, and it’s clear to the 

hesitation. He doesn’t care 

country to be happy. With a 

throne, the whole nation is 

Key Quotes
Themes: Kingship and Tyranny

Themes: Kingship  
and Tyranny - Key Quotes

Macbeth
53 



Mini Exams
Themes: Kingship and Tyranny

Question 1

Question 2

Question 3

he did.

Themes: Kingship  
and Tyranny - Mini Exams

Macbeth
54 



Starting with this extract, explore how Shakespeare presents 
kingship in the play. Write about:

• 
• 

Read the following extract from Act IV Scene iii of Macbeth 
and then answer the question that follows.

MALCOLM

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

MACDUFF

MALCOLM

 

MACDUFF

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Exam Question
Themes: Kingship and Tyranny

Themes: Kingship  
and Tyranny - Exam Question

Macbeth
55 



Sample Answer
Themes: Kingship and Tyranny

Good Response

He only cares about his own power and kills anyone who 

 

very shocked by this.

 

Themes: Kingship  
and Tyranny - Sample Answer

Macbeth

point evidenced 
with quotations, 

 
the audience.

point with 
evidence and 
explanation.

context, explaining 
how the audience 
would have 
reacted to 

56 



Themes: Kingship  
and Tyranny - Sample Answer

Macbeth

has the right qualities to be a good king to his people.

include points, evidence and explanations and clearly 
focused on the topic in the question. They need to 

features that Shakespeare has used and they could 

the whole play beyond the extract in the question.

to context and its 
 

the play.

57 



Great Response

 

 The audience would 

is destroyed by poor kingship. 

order will collapse.

 

 

Themes: Kingship  
and Tyranny - Sample Answer

Macbeth

This paragraph 

point about 

intent and 

understanding 

context and 

intent in writing 
the play.

point evidenced 
with quotations 
and developed 
with an analysis 

58 



 It 

 

contrasting it with the brutal and tyrannical qualities shown 

 

Themes: Kingship  
and Tyranny - Sample Answer

Macbeth

paragraph 
showing 

contextual 
knowledge and 

using it to develop 
a point about 

intent and the 

the audience.

This response combines clear points, focused on the 
theme in the question and supported with evidence, 

and references to the context of the play. The student 
clearly understands that the play was created as 
a construct by Shakespeare to convey ideas to an 
audience and they clearly refer to the intentions behind 
Shakespeare’s choices as well as the audience’s 
response to them.

This paragraph 
continues to 

points and 
evidence with 

59 
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